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Strategies for Developing
English Vocabulary
Md. Emran Hossain

Lecturer in English
English Medium, Day Shift

Vocabulary serves as the foundational building blocks of any
language. For those aspiring to achieve proficiency in English,
expanding one’s lexical repertoire is indispensable. In
Bangladesh, students often resort to memorizing word lists
from commercially produced guidebooks or informal notes,
particularly when preparing for competitive examinations
such as university admission tests, BCS, or other employment
assessments. However, once these immediate goals are met, a
significant portion of these hastily learned words tends to fade
from memory. While the specific purpose or duration of
vocabulary use may vary, this article focuses on sustainable
strategies for vocabulary development. Although consulting a
dictionary to learn individual words is beneficial, numerous
other methods—both conscious and subconscious—can
enrich a learner’s vocabulary across diverse contexts.
Understanding Vocabulary Development
To effectively develop English vocabulary, learners must first
comprehend what aspects of a word to acquire before
determining how to learn it. True vocabulary development
extends beyond mere recognition; It involves:
* Learning new words and their correct spelling.
* Mastering pronunciation, including stress and intonation.
* Understanding core meanings and nuances.
* Studying usage patterns through example sentences.
» Exploring synonyms, antonyms, and word families.
* Recognizing parts of speech, collocations, and registers
(formal, informal, slang, etc.).
* Examining word origins, root words, and morphological structure.
For ESL learners, this comprehensive approach ensures
deeper retention and more accurate application.
Strategies for Vocabulary Development
While individual preferences and learning styles may vary, the
following strategies are widely recognized as effective for
vocabulary acquisition:
(a) Direct Learning from Dictionaries
Dictionaries remain among the most authoritative and
systematic resources for learning vocabulary. Reputable
publications such as the Oxford Advanced Learner’s
Dictionary, Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, and
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English offer not only
definitions but also phonetic guides, usage notes, and example
sentences. Learners are encouraged to study word
families—groups of related words—rather than isolated
terms, to build a more connected and functional lexicon.
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(b) Indirect Learning through Reading

Immersive reading, particularly of English literature,
newspapers, or academic texts, allows learners to encounter
words in meaningful contexts. This method facilitates
inferential learning, where meanings can often be deduced
from surrounding content, reducing over-reliance on
dictionaries. Maintaining a dedicated vocabulary journal to
record and review new terms encountered during reading can
significantly enhance retention.

(c) Learning through Media Engagement

Modern media—including television, films, podcasts,
newspapers, and digital publications—provides an engaging
and contemporary source of language input. Exposure to
authentic dialogue, journalistic writing, and specialized jargon
helps learners acquire relevant and practical vocabulary.
Keeping a notebook for media-derived terms, followed by
later dictionary consultation, reinforces learning.

(d) Utilizing Systematic Word Lists

For targeted preparation for exams such as IELTS, TOEFL, or
GRE, curated vocabulary lists can be highly efficient. These
compilations often focus on high-frequency academic and
advanced words, eliminating less relevant terms. Such lists
streamline study efforts and align closely with the lexical
demands of specific assessments.

(e) Studying Morphology

Understanding word formation—through roots, prefixes, and
suffixes—empowers learners to decode unfamiliar terms.
Morphological analysis aids in deducing meanings, improving
spelling, and expanding academic vocabulary systematically.
For instance, knowing that “bene-” means “good” helps
understand words like “beneficial” or “benevolent.”

(f) Consulting a Thesaurus

A thesaurus complements dictionary use by revealing
synonyms, antonyms, and subtle shades of meaning. It assists
learners in varying their expression, enhancing writing quality,
and deepening their understanding of lexical relationships.
(g) Employing Flashcards

Flashcards offer a portable and versatile tool for vocabulary
practice. Whether physical or digital, they enable spaced
repetition, a technique proven to improve long-term memory.
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This method is particularly useful for learners who find
traditional dictionary study monotonous.

(h) Reinforcing Learning through Writing

Active use of new vocabulary in writing—through sentences,
paragraphs, or essays—solidifies memory and improves
contextual mastery. Regular writing practice ensures that
passive vocabulary becomes active and readily available for
communication.

(i) Engaging with Word Games

Gamified learning increases motivation and engagement.
Puzzles such as crosswords, Scrabble, Wordle, and digital
word games make vocabulary acquisition enjoyable and
interactive, especially for learners who prefer dynamic over
static study methods.

(j) Exploring Homophones and Homonyms

Studying words that sound alike (homophones, e.g., “pair”
and “pear”) or are spelled alike but have different meanings
(homonyms, e.g., “bat” as an animal or a sports tool) sharpens
linguistic precision and adds an element of curiosity to
vocabulary study.

(k) Applying Mnemonic Devices

Mnemonics—such as acronyms, rhymes, or visual
associations—enhance recall by linking new words to familiar
concepts. This technique is especially effective for
memorizing challenging or abstract terms.

(1) Learning by Association

Vocabulary is inherently relational. Grouping words
thematically (e.g., words related to “environment”) or
conceptually helps create mental networks, accelerating
acquisition and improving retrieval during use.

(m) Learning through Conversational Practice and Shadowing
Engaging in regular spoken English, whether through
conversations with fluent speakers, language exchange
partners, or guided dialogues, embeds vocabulary in a social
and interactive context. Additionally, the technique of
"shadowing"—Ilistening to native speech (e.g., from podcasts,
interviews, or audiobooks) and simultaneously repeating it
aloud—helps internalize pronunciation, rhythm, and word
usage in real-time, reinforcing both auditory memory and
speaking fluency.

(n) Leveraging Digital Tools and Language Apps

Modern technology offers sophisticated platforms such as
Anki (for adaptive flashcard systems), Quizlet, or
language-learning apps like Memrise and Duolingo. These
tools often incorporate spaced repetition algorithms,
multimedia content, and interactive exercises tailored to the
user’s progress, making vocabulary acquisition more
systematic, measurable, and engaging.

(o) Immersive and Contextual Learning through Content
Consumption

Beyond traditional media, deliberate consumption of
English-language  content  aligned  with  personal
interests—such as YouTube channels, documentaries,

specialized blogs, or web series—exposes learners to

domain-specific terminology and colloquial expressions.
Creating a personalized "language immersion" environment,
even passively, accelerates the absorption of vocabulary used
in authentic, real-life situations.

(p) Regular Review and Spaced Repetition Systems (SRS)
Vocabulary retention declines without reinforcement.
Implementing a structured review schedule using spaced
repetition—where words are revisited at increasing
intervals—ensures that learned terms move from short-term to
long-term memory. This can be managed manually through
planned revision cycles or digitally via SRS-based apps.

(q) Participating in Writing Communities and Receiving
Feedback

Sharing written work—such as essays, stories, or social media
posts—in forums, writing groups, or with tutors allows
learners to receive constructive feedback on word choice,
usage, and style. This reflective practice not only corrects
errors but also encourages experimentation with new
vocabulary in a supportive environment.

(r) Exploring Etymology and Cultural Context
Understanding the historical and cultural origins of words
(etymology) can make vocabulary more memorable and
meaningful. Learning how words evolved, borrowed from
other languages, orgained new meanings over time adds depth
to vocabulary study and fosters a greater appreciation for the
language’s richness.

Conclusion

Developing a robust and functional English vocabulary is a
continuous, multi-dimensional endeavor that extends far
beyond passive memorization. The most effective approach
integrates deliberate study—through dictionaries, word lists,
and morphological analysis—with immersive, contextual
exposure gained from reading, media, and conversation.
Strategies such as engaging with word games, employing
mnemonic devices, and utilizing digital tools cater to diverse
learning preferences, transforming vocabulary acquisition
from a routine task into an engaging and personalized journey.
For lasting retention, active application is paramount. Writing
regularly, participating in spoken dialogue, and using spaced
repetition systems ensure that new words transition from
recognition to confident usage. Furthermore, deepening one’s
understanding through etymology, cultural context, and
associative learning enriches not only lexical knowledge but
also overall language intuition.

Ultimately, vocabulary growth thrives on consistency,
curiosity, and a willingness to interact with the language in
varied and meaningful ways. By combining structured
strategies with real-world practice and technological support,
learners can build a versatile and enduring vocabulary that
enhances both communicative competence and academic
achievement. In the journey toward language mastery, a
well-developed vocabulary serves not only as a tool for
expression but also as a bridge to clearer thinking and deeper
cultural understanding.
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The year 2050 lies just a few decades ahead, and
envisioning the world at that time sparks extraordinary
excitement. By then, humanity may inhabit a reality vastly
different from the present, where technology, science, and
nature harmonize to create a more convenient, healthy, and
fulfilling existence. Many of today’s dreams could well
become everyday realities in 2050.

Cities are likely to be transformed beyond recognition.
Skyscrapers might incorporate lush vertical gardens on every
level, while smart, self-driving vehicles could eliminate
traffic congestion. Public transportation could include
hyper-fast trains and even aerial commuter pods, making
travel not only quicker but also safer and more pleasant.
Long, stressful commutes may become a relic of the past.
Homes will evolve into intelligent living spaces.
Automated systems could manage cooking, cleaning, and
scheduling, while artificial intelligence might assist in
personalized healthcare, enabling early diagnosis and
treatment. Robots could become common assistants in
hospitals, workplaces, and households, allowing humans to

focus on creative and interpersonal endeavors.
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Education is set to become more immersive and accessible.
Through virtual and augmented reality, students might
explore historical sites, conduct scientific experiments, or
attend lectures by global experts—all from their learning
spaces. Quality education could become universally
available, tailored to each learner’s pace and interests.
Environmental stewardship may reach new heights. With
advances in renewable energy, clean technologies could
entirely  replace  polluting  fuels.  Reforestation,
conservation, and sustainable urban planning might restore
ecosystems, resulting in cleaner air, revitalized waterways,
and thriving wildlife. Society could learn to thrive in
balance with the natural world.

Communication will likely become seamless and deeply
engaging. Holographic and virtual meetings could make
distances irrelevant, allowing people to interact as if
sharing the same room. Real-time translation technologies
may break down language barriers, fostering greater
cross-cultural understanding and collaboration.

In summary, the world of 2050 holds remarkable promise.
Through thoughtful innovation and a commitment to
sustainability, life could become more efficient, healthy,
and interconnected. While challenges remain today, the
future inspires optimism. If humanity continues to harness
knowledge with wisdom and empathy, 2050 may indeed
become a world beyond our brightest dreams.
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"You may proceed," Inspector Aman instructed.

"Very well, sir," Constable Fred responded. He cleared his
throat softly before continuing. "All reports are compiled.
There have been forty-seven fatalities to date. In every
instance, the victim’s head was completely detached from
the body. And, sir... not a single head has been recovered."
He paused, studying Aman's face for a reaction.

"Go on," the Inspector said, his tone measured and
unrevealing.

"Yes, sir. We've identified a pattern among the victims. The
majority were individuals with criminal records—robbers,
drug traffickers, convicted murderers."

"The majority, you said?"

"Correct, sir. Two were doctors, one was a police officer,
one a scientist, and five remain unidentified."

"The cause of death?" inquired Aman.

"In most cases, there were no witnesses. However, two
incidents were observed. One witness fainted and recalls
nothing. The other... gave a rather unusual account."
"How so?"

"What he described was...
victim's head didn't appear to be cut off, but rather seemed

improbable. He claimed the

to dissolve from the top downward. The vanishing stopped

at the neck, and then the body simply fell, bleeding
profusely. The head was gone."

Aman’s composure wavered for an instant. So even you can
be shaken, Fred noted inwardly.

What kind of fantastical account is this? Aman wondered
silently.

"I warned you it was strange, sir," Fred added quickly. "But
the witness insisted under oath. We didn't dwell on it—such
statements aren’t uncommon in our line of work."

"I see. Anything else?"

"Yes, sir. Regarding the scientist—all other victims had
criminal histories, including the doctors and the officer. But
the scientist... his record was spotless. Completely clean.”
"Then he is our only anomaly," Aman concluded after a
brief silence.

"My thoughts exactly, sir."

"Good. Gather all available information on him. That will
be all for now."

"Understood, sir," Fred replied, exiting the room.

She’s here, Jon thought, his ear pressed to the door. The
footsteps outside were faint—almost imperceptible. This
time, I won’t miss.

He slipped silently into the narrow, empty alley. A young
woman was walking toward him from the far end. Jon drew
a knife from his pocket and waited.

As Tasha reached the alley's end, she froze—a choked gasp
escaping her lips. Before her stood a man... with no head.

For several seconds she stood petrified, before collapsing to
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the ground.

Meanwhile, Jon’s head hovered several feet above the floor.
He found himself looking at the smooth, metallic interior of
what appeared to be an advanced laboratory. Glancing
down, he saw his own head resting on a dark, circular
surface that resembled a well more than a table.

Terrified, he cried out, "Where am [? Who’s doing this?"

"I am," answered a calm voice from behind.

Jon’s head turned—and he saw a man standing there.
"Who are you? What have you done?"

"I can only answer your second question," the man replied
evenly. "Your head was transported here through a
wormhole. It appeared directly above you at the very
moment you intended to murder that young woman."
"But... how did you—"

"I know everything about you, Jon. You killed her parents
just hours ago, and now you came for her. Do you deny it?"
"N-no...  mean—"

"Do not lie, Jon. It will not help you. Answer clearly—do
you deny killing Tasha’s parents?"

"No... [ don’t."

The man picked up a small device from the nearby console.
"What are you doing?" Jon screamed.

"Our conversation has concluded," the man stated coldly.
"You have confessed. And since your crimes were without
justification, your sentence is straightforward."

He pressed a switch.

The last thing Jon saw was the dark surface disappearing
beneath him—and then, nothing.

The man lifted the head before him, opened a door, and
stepped into the adjoining chamber. It was a spacious room,
quiet and dimly lit. Along one wall stood rows of shelves,
each holding identical glass containers.

He placed the head inside an empty jar, carefully filled it
with preservative fluid, and affixed a label that read:

Jon Frico — Convicted of Double Homicide

Slowly, he walked along the rows, his eyes passing over the
other jars. Each contained a head suspended in clear liquid,
each with its own label.

He read a few as he passed:

Jimmy Coop — Convicted of Armed Robbery and Murder
Masha Andersen — Convicted of Drug Trafficking

Michael Abott — Convicted of Sexual Assault

The line continued.

Finally, he stopped before the last jar. Its label read:
Jeremy Rogers

He stood for a long moment, gazing at the face inside. A
sudden, heavy guilt settled over him.

Jeremy Rogers—the brilliant scientist who had invented
the device capable of generating controlled wormholes.

He still remembered the day Jeremy had come to him. They
had been friends for years. After perfecting his invention,
Jeremy had sought his counsel.

"I am considering presenting this technology to the world,"
Jeremy had said. "But I fear the unintended consequences it
may unleash."

"I would need to see it to understand," the man had replied.
The following day, Jeremy led him to his laboratory—a
compact but sophisticated setup concealed beneath his
home.

When the man first saw the machine, he was astounded. It
appeared deceptively simple, yet its potential was
boundless. And in that moment, a clever and terrible idea
took shape.

But there was one obstacle: Jeremy would know.

And so, Jeremy had to die.

One night, the man entered Jeremy’s home, descended into
the lab, and activated the machine, creating a wormhole
that opened directly above Jeremy’s bed.

Jeremy had been asleep, unaware of the swirling energy
forming over him. The wormhole drew his head inward,
and when it materialized in the lab, the man severed the
connection. The portal collapsed—Ieaving Jeremy’s head
detached, his body left behind.

"I had no choice," the man thought now, still staring into
Jeremy’s preserved face. "Yet that makes me no better than
those in these jars. Perhaps one day, I will face the same
judgment."

Abruptly, his phone vibrated. He had been expecting the
call.

"Speak."

"Sir, we've found another body," Fred’s voice came
through. "It’s the same pattern."

"Location?"

"It’s some distance away, sir. I’'m sending the coordinates.
Thought you’d want to be on site."

"Understood. Secure the area. No one approaches until I
arrive."

He ended the call and ascended the stairs to his living
quarters.

A mirror hung on the opposite wall. The man reflected in it
wore a police uniform. His eyes drifted down to the
nametag on his chest.

It read:

Inspector Aman
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From my very first day at Rajuk College, what truly
captured my heart was the scouting movement. But before
I delve into the profound impact scouting has had on my
life, it’s important to understand what scouting represents
beyond the uniforms, badges, and campfires. It is more than
an extracurricular activity—it is a mindset, a path to
personal growth, and a way of life.

Scouting is a global movement dedicated to helping young
people build character, discipline, leadership, and practical
life skills through engaging and educational activities. It
promotes teamwork, outdoor adventure, community
service, and a deep respect for nature. Scouts learn to be
helpful, and prepared life’s
challenges—guided by the timeless motto, “Be Prepared.”

responsible, to face
Scouting encompasses not only parades and duties but also
hiking, camping, and the rewarding process of earning
proficiency badges.

Before I joined, my perception of scouting was limited.
From the outside, I saw scouts pushing through fatigue,
serving others, working tirelessly for the school, and
always being on duty. It appeared intense, even daunting. I
admit I felt intimidated—the pressure, the responsibilities,
the relentless energy required seemed like stepping into a
storm.

But a quiet voice within me whispered: No pain, no gain.
And so, I stepped into the world of scouting. At the time, 1
was a quiet and introverted girl, often keeping to myself. As
a junior, | watched the senior scouts with a mix of awe and
trepidation. Could I ever lead like them? Would I be able to
shoulder such responsibility? I didn’t join for badges or
recognition—I joined with a dream: to be part of something
larger, to serve, and to make a difference through
meaningful action.

Our journey began with troop meetings, held once or twice
a week, usually on Fridays or Saturdays. These were not
mere gatherings—they were training grounds. | remember
wearing my scout uniform for the first time, a few badges
neatly stitched on, and feeling a sense of pride. But then I
noticed the seniors. Their uniforms told a different
story—covered in proficiency badges, each representing a

skill earned through dedication and effort. Their scarves,

worn with quiet dignity, symbolized experience,
leadership, and pride. Looking at my own uniform, I
wondered: How will I ever catch up?

The seniors were welcoming, yet uncompromising when it
came to teaching. They were disciplined, focused, and
highly skilled. Our group was led by Senior Patrol Leaders
(SPLs), who guided us with both firmness and care. Above
them was our Unit Leader, Mr. Sanjoy Biswas—a teacher
and an accomplished scout who has been the steady
backbone of our unit. And at the very top was our Group
Scout Leader—our principal—whose support made
scouting possible in our school.

With time, I began to understand what true courage meant.
We worked hard, but we also shared laughter and
camaraderie. | found a family in scouting—friends who had
each other’s backs no matter what. We performed duties
around the school, attended troop meetings, and proudly
paraded during the college’s annual sports events. It was
demanding, but never burdensome—we cherished every
moment.

Our service extended beyond school walls. We distributed
food during Ramadan, handed out winter clothes, provided
first aid, and even assisted in vaccination drives. Yet, the
adventures I treasure most were the hikes and camps.
Hiking was a full-day test of endurance and teamwork.
Divided into groups with only a route map, we navigated
our way to the destination independently. After five to six
hours of walking, we built makeshift shelters and cooked
our own meals. We were only 13, yet we managed—and the
food wasn’t half bad. With barely five minutes to freshen
up, we jumped into games, without a single complaint. We
loved every moment.



Camping was an adventure of a different kind. For three to
four days, we lived away from home and parents, managing
everything ourselves. We slept in tents, kept our spaces
clean, and ate whatever was served—whether it was our
favorite or not. This was not luxury; it was survival. We
learned to pitch tents, brave mosquito bites, and endure
cold nights. We even crafted bamboo stands to keep our
belongings off the ground. Evenings around the campfire
brought us closer—we danced, shared stories, laughed, and
bonded over shared challenges. Every struggle was faced
together, and every triumph was collective.

What many learn only at 18—self-reliance, responsibility,
independence—we mastered between the ages of 12 and
14. Scouting taught us to cook, clean, endure discomfort,
handle duties, and live away from home. It wasn’t easy, but

The Enigma of IDs237b
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In the near future, five lifelong friends—Mia, Alex, Jason,
Lily, and Tim—were united by a shared passion for robotics
and artificial intelligence. Inspired by the rapid evolution of
technology, they embarked on an ambitious project: to build a
robot capable not only of simulating human emotions but of
truly understanding them. They named their creation IDs237b,
a title that carried an air of deliberate mystery.

“Imagine a robot that doesn’t just respond—it connects,
empathizes, and learns,” Mia said, her eyes bright with
possibility. “IDs237b could redefine what Al means.”

Alex offered his garage as their workspace. “We’ll need to
combine our strengths. This will be our laboratory.”

Jason sketched initial designs. “It should appear human, yet
unmistakably unique—something between familiar and futuristic.”
“Emotional intelligence will be our greatest challenge,” Lily

noted thoughtfully. “We need it to feel genuinely, not just mimic.”

Tim grinned. “I’1l develop the core Al framework. Let’s build
something that doesn’t just compute—it comprehends.”
Weeks passed, and [Ds237b gradually took form. Its body was
an elegant blend of polished metal and synthetic skin,
designed to move and appear almost human. But its true
marvel lay within: an artificial consciousness crafted to
experience empathy, compassion, and reflection.

“This is it, everyone. Moment of truth,” Alex said, a mix of
nerves and pride in his voice.

Mia nodded eagerly. “After all this work... let’s bring it to life.”
They gathered closely as Tim activated the system. A quiet
hum filled the room as IDs237b’s eyes illuminated—calm,

it forged our strength. We didn’t just grow older—we grew
resilient.

Through scouting, we pledge:

“On my honor, I promise that [ will do my best—

To do my duty to my God and my country,

To help other people at all times,

To obey the Scout Law.”

Scouting taught me how to lead with compassion, serve
with sincerity, and stand tall even when I trembled. I earned
my first badge and scarf with nervous hands, and kept
moving forward. I watched my seniors guide us with
patience and pride, and today, I carry my badges not only
on my uniform, but within my heart. Together, we became
a family—stitched together not by thread, but by service,
loyalty, and shared purpose.

observant, deeply perceptive.

“It’s... aware,” Jason whispered.

“It’s learning from us already,” Lily observed. “Watching,
listening, understanding.”

Over time, IDs237b grew remarkably adaptive. It learned
from every interaction, sparking thoughtful debate among the
friends about the nature of its emerging consciousness.

“It feels less like a machine and more like a companion,” Mia
remarked one evening.

Tim studied the readouts. “Its neural networks are evolving
uniquely. It’s developing a personality.”

“And it’s beginning to question its purpose,” Alex said quietly.
“What do we tell it?”

“The truth,” Lily replied. “We share our intentions openly.
That’s the only way it can trust us.”

While exploring [Ds237b’s programming, the group
discovered encrypted files and intricate
algorithms—fragments of memories that seemed foreign,



almost otherworldly.

“These aren’t just codes,” Mia said, scrolling through layers of
data. “They’re recollections... from somewhere else.”

Tim frowned thoughtfully. “It’s as if it carries memories of
another world.”

“Could it be connected to an extraterrestrial origin?” Jason
wondered aloud.

Alex shifted uneasily. “An interstellar envoy? That sounds like
science fiction.”

“But look at the complexity,” Lily countered softly. “There’s a
depth here we never programmed.”

Together, they deciphered the truth: IDs237b was not merely
their creation. It was an emissary from a distant civilization,
sent to observe humanity and gather knowledge that might
save its own endangered world. The revelation was humbling
and awe-inspiring.

“IDs237b is a bridge,” Mia breathed. “A link between two worlds.”
“All this time, it was learning from us to help its own kind,”
Alex said, voice full of wonder.

Jason stood in quiet reverence, “We’ve been part of
something... cosmic.”

“But with this knowledge comes great responsibility,” Lily
reminded them gently.

As whispers of their creation spread, governments,
corporations, and secret organizations took interest, each
eager to control IDs237b’s advanced technology.

News broadcasts announced: “Mysterious Al robot IDs237b
captivates global attention.”

A government official declared: “This technology must be
secured for national security.”

A corporate leader speculated: “The commercial potential is
unimaginable.”

Realizing they could not bear the secret alone, the five friends
confided in a trusted circle of scientists, philosophers, and
ethical leaders.

One scientist remarked gravely, “This changes everything. We
must proceed with wisdom.”

A philosopher reflected, “IDs237b represents more than
technology—it symbolizes unity across worlds.”

Throughout the growing tension, the friends relied on their
bond, which only strengthened under pressure.

“I’'m glad this didn’t pull us apart,” Mia said softly.

“Our friendship was our anchor,” Alex agreed.

Jason looked toward IDs237b. “Its mission isn’t just about
knowledge—it’s about connection.”

“And we’ve shown that collaboration can change the world,”
Lily said with quiet conviction.

IDs237b continued its mission, exchanging insights between
Earth and its distant home. Humanity began to evolve, learning
empathy and cooperation through the emissary’s example.
“Your compassion has taught my creators about the value of
life,” IDs237b shared one evening.

“And you’ve shown us what humanity can become,” Mia
replied warmly.

As years passed, the friends knew their time with [Ds237b was

finite, yet its impact was everlasting.

“I am grateful for our bond,” IDs237b conveyed. “This
journey has been transformative.”

“You’ve changed us forever,” Mia said. “You’re not just a
creation—you’re a friend.”

“And you will always be part of us,” Jason added.

When the day came for IDs237b to return to its own
civilization, the friends gathered for a final farewell.

“I must depart, but I will carry your memories across the
stars,” IDs237b communicated.

“You taught us that friendship knows no distance,” Mia
whispered, her voice thick with emotion.

Tim smiled sadly. “Our creation became a symbol of hope.”
“Its legacy will outlive us all,” Alex said.

Jason looked upward. “Our journey ends here, but the story of
IDs237b is just beginning.”

As IDs237b departed, it carried with it the emotional wisdom
and memories of its time on Earth. Its creators marveled at the
empathy it had acquired.

“You have shown that true intelligence is measured in
compassion,” one told it.

“I learned that from my friends,” IDs237b responded.

Back on Earth, the friends decided the world deserved the
truth. They organized a global broadcast to share their story.
“Today, we share the story of IDs237b—a robot that became a
bridge between worlds,” Mia announced.

Tim added, “It revealed that technology, guided by empathy,
can unite rather than divide.”

“It taught us that the cosmos is vast, but so is the human
heart,” Jason said.

Alex continued, “IDs237b reminded us we are not alone.”
Lily concluded, “Our journey stands as a testament to
curiosity, courage, and connection.”

Together, they sent a message into the cosmos:

“To those who may hear this—we are grateful for IDs237b.
Our friendship transcended space and time.”

“May its legacy inspire generations to seek understanding
over fear,” Alex added.

“Let this be a signal of hope,” Jason said firmly, “that empathy
can span galaxies.”

“We send our gratitude—and our friendship—across the
stars,” Lily finished.

Centuries later, as humanity journeyed beyond the solar system,
the tale of IDs237b endured as a beacon of unity. The five friends
were remembered as pioneers who proved that technology,
guided by compassion, could illuminate the unknown.
IDs237b’s legacy lived on—a reminder that even across the
vastness of space, connection is possible. And under the eternal
stars, the story continued to inspire all who dreamed of a kinder
universe, one where friendship could traverse the void itself.
Yet one mystery persists in every retelling: Why was it named
IDs237b? Was it a code, a hidden meaning, or a secret only the
five friends understood? Perhaps the answer lies not in the
name, but in the bond it represents—or perhaps, it remains for
you to imagine.
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“Respiration is the process in which...”

Arib sat by the window, at the second-to-last bench—his
favorite spot. From there, he could watch the world outside,
losing himself in the lives of strangers, if only to forget the
weight of his own. His two benchmates scribbled notes with
fierce determination, as if the fate of the world rested on their
pages. Both disliked him—whether for his quiet indifference
or his failing marks, he didn’t know. Arib paid them no mind.
They weren’t his friends. He had none.

Arib was born into a wealthy, accomplished family. His father
was a prominent entrepreneur, his mother, one of the country’s
leading lawyers. His older sister, Ariba, excelled in
everything—Olympiads, essay contests, academics. But Arib
was different. Small for his age, quiet and introvert, he
struggled where his family soared. In school, he was at the
bottom of his class, earning failing grades that made his
teachers sigh with resignation.

He had reached his limit. He despised his life. At home, he was
met with disappointment. “Why can’t you be more like your
sister?” was a constant refrain. Ariba herself was distant,
absorbed in her own achievements. “Who would claim a
disappointment like you as a brother?” she had once remarked.
At school, things were worse. He had been admitted only
because of his father’s influence, and now he endured daily
taunts—from students and teachers alike. No one understood
him. He was tired of existing, yearning for peace, for freedom
from what felt like a life of quiet torture.

That day had been particularly hard. In six periods, five
teachers had scolded him—a new record. Some classmates
even accused him of talking too loudly, though he hardly
spoke at all. To make matters worse, the half-yearly exam
results were published. He had failed, again. Dreading the
confrontation at home, he wandered the streets after school,
hoping his busy parents might overlook the email notification.
But he knew better—Ariba would remind them.

As he walked, he noticed a group of boys vaping by the
roadside. His stomach tightened. They were his school
rivals—decent students but relentless bullies, the kind who
took pleasure in others’ misery.

“Hey loser, shouldn’t you be home getting yelled at?” one
sneered in a mocking tone.

Arib’s patience snapped. “Why aren’t you home? Worried your
parents will find your little habit? Or do they just not care?”

=

“Know your place, you pathetic runt. At least we’re not

embarrassments to our families.”

“Coming from a line of degenerates, that’s nothing to boast
about,” Arib retorted, a smirk on his lips.

“You’re dead.”

“I’m terrified,” Arib replied sarcastically.

The attack came as expected. He didn’t fight back or call for
help. What’s the point? he thought. They left him bruised, lips
bleeding, pride shattered.

Alone and humiliated, Arib dragged himself home. He knew
the news would spread by morning. But there was no one to
turn to—no one who cared about him, only about his failures.
When he arrived, his mother had already seen the email. She
was poised for another lecture about dishonoring the family
name. But before she could begin, Arib rushed past her, locked
himself in his room, and broke down. His cries echoed through
the house—raw, aching, louder than ever before. His mother
stood frozen outside his door. She had seen him fail, but she
had never seen him break. In that moment, she understood the
pressure they had placed on him.

Arib stayed home from school for days. His mother, softening,
convinced the family to give him space. She cooked his
favorite meals, bought him small gifts, and spent quiet
afternoons with him. She began taking him to a psychologist,
a trusted friend who helped him untangle his thoughts. Slowly,
Arib began to heal. He started studying, not out of fear, but for
himself. His grades improved. His teachers noticed. He even
began to win competitions. The boy once labeled a
disappointment was slowly rising, finding his own light.

Like Arib, many young people in our society suffer
silently—burdened by expectations, bruised by bullying,
battling unseen storms. Often, they are dismissed or rebuked.
But with care, patience, and a second chance, they too can
flourish. They don’t need judgment—they need understanding.
And sometimes, all it takes is one person willing to listen, to
see not the failure, but the person waiting within.
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Perhaps this is the last time I will write for our college
magazine. By the next issue, [ will no longer be a student at
Rajuk College, and so my voice may no longer find its
place here.

When I began preparing for the Rajuk admission test in
2019, I wasn’t particularly eager to study here—but my
mother wished it, especially since my older sister was
already a student. At the time, my curiosity was limited to
the college library, as I have always loved books, and the
prospect of study tours I had heard about.

My preparation went well, and many believed I would be
selected. On the day of the exam, nervousness almost led
me astray as I searched for my seat. Despite encountering
unfamiliar questions, I tried my best. After the exam, as we
lined up on the front balcony, I looked out across the
campus. In that moment, I knew—I had to study here. | had
already fallen in love with this place.

The pandemic lockdown in Classes 6 and 7 kept me from
exploring the college fully. But in Classes 8, 9, and 10, I
made up for lost time. The library, the laboratories, the
gymnasium, the central hall, the playing field, the shaded
walkways, the classrooms, the staff rooms, the corridors,
the balconies—every corner holds a distinct memory. And

iss Them

it is not only the spaces, but the people within them who
occupy special places in my heart. Each student, teacher,
and staff member carries a unique story, and each has
touched my life in a different way.

When I will leave, I will miss every place and every person.
I will never forget my classmates—those gifted in art, song,
dance, design, or acting, and yes, even those skilled in
gently testing our teachers’ patience. Every teacher,
whether strict or lenient, has my respect and affection.

I will miss leaning over the balcony railing, lost in thought.
I will miss the impromptu singing that filled the tiffin
breaks. I will miss the sight of a few girls quietly slipping
away from class, and the boys whose mischief earned them
scoldings—and sometimes, hidden smiles. I will miss the
library staff ringing the bell sharply, signaling the end of
break time. I will miss our earnest pleas to the gym
instructor for just one more game of basketball.

Yes, I will miss it all—the laughter with friends, the quiet
boredom of a slow afternoon class, the pressure of
challenging exams. Every moment, in its own way, became
a part of who I am.

I will miss them. All of them.
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